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Beneath the grief, anger simmers 
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Mourners embrace before Stephon Clark’s funeral Thursday in Sacramento. The black father of two was unarmed 
when police shot and killed him outside his grandmother’s house on March 18, sparking protests across the country 
over police use of force against minorities. Hundreds gathered at a church for Clark’s funeral. Story, A3 


D.C. families play the odds in hopes of better schools 


BY PERRY STEIN 


Sabrina Gordon knows that 
any lottery is a fluky game of odds. 
But she needs to believe that the 
school lottery is different. 

The single mother lives in a 
poor area of Southeast Washing- 
ton and refuses to enroll her 10- 
year-old son, Trevonte, in their 
neighborhood school, Johnson 
Middle, where he has a guaran- 
teed slot. 

So Gordon joins the thousands 
of families across the city anx- 
iously awaiting results of the 
city’s competitive school lottery 
this week — a system that high- 
lights the bleak reality that the 
demand for high-performing 
schools in the District far exceeds 


Lottery stakes are 
particularly high for 
low-income families 


the supply. 

The lottery has been a long- 
standing source of tension, with 
wealthy families hiring consul- 
tants to navigate the school choic- 
es and nonprofits emerging to 
ensure that disadvantaged fami- 
lies know how to maximize their 
options. The lottery was thrust 
into the spotlight last month 
when D.C. Public Schools Chan- 
cellor Antwan Wilson was forced 
to resign amid outrage that he 


bypassed the lottery so his daugh- 
ter could transfer to Wilson High, 
which has a wait list of more than 
600 students. Now, because of 
that scandal, the school lottery is 
likely to draw more scrutiny than 
ever. 

For young, upper-income fami- 
lies who move into gentrifying 
neighborhoods with low-per- 
forming public schools, a bad lot- 
tery outcome could mean packing 
up and leaving the city. And for 
families who have few resources, 
a lousy lottery number brings 
uncertainties and little hope. 

“Johnson, he’s not going there,” 
said Gordon, lamenting a school 
where fewer than 5 percent of 
students meet expectations on 
standardized math and English 


tests. “I have faith that one of 
these schools will pick him.” 

The school lottery, known as 
My School DC, places students in 
nearly 250 traditional public and 
charter schools. It is intended to 
give families such as Gordon’s the 
same shot at securing a seat in the 
city’s top schools as a wealthy 
family in Georgetown. 

But families and education 
watchdogs say the existence of 
the lottery underscores the ineq- 
uities in the city’s education offer- 
ings: Shouldn’t there be enough 
quality schools that families don’t 
have to rely on luck to secure a 
seat? 

“The way to fix the inequities is 
to expand the supply,” said Steven 

LOTTERY CONTINUED ON A9 


VA pick draws 
wide skepticism 


LACK OF EXPERIENCE A BIPARTISAN CONCERN 


White House forced to defend surprise nominee 


BY LISA REIN, 
SEUNG MIN KIM, 
EMILY WAx-THIBODEAUX 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 


The White House was thrown 
on the defensive Thursday over 
President Trump’s choice to lead 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, forcing officials to fend 
off mounting skepticism that Ron- 
ny L. Jackson has the experience 
to run the government’s second- 
largest agency. 

Trump announced by tweet late 
Wednesday that the White House 
physician would succeed ousted 
secretary David Shulkin, surpris- 
ing veterans groups and lawmak- 
ers, who were not notified before- 
hand and scrambled to learn the 
policy views of someone whose 
positions on the chronic challeng- 
es facing VA are unknown. 

Jackson is a career naval officer 
who was an emergency trauma 
doctor in Iraq before spending the 
past 12 years as a White House 
physician. But his résumé lacks 
the type of management experi- 
ence usually expected from the 


JABIN BOTSFORD/THE WASHINGTON POST 
White House physician Ronny 
L. Jackson was nominated after 
an informal interview process. 


Daniels trial won’t be expedited 
A judge denies her request to 
quickly depose Trump, Cohen. A6 


leader of an agency that employs 
360,000 people, has a $186 billion 
annual budget and is dedicated to 
serving the complex needs of the 
country’s veterans. 

“Tt’s great that he served in Iraq 
and he’s our generation. But it 
doesn’t appear that he’s had as- 
signments that suggest he could 
take on the magnitude of this job, 
and this makes Jackson a 

NOMINEES CONTINUED ON A4 


Rep. Esty retained aide 
for 3 months after threat 


Chief of staff accused 
of harassing co-worker 
received job reference 


BY ELISE VIEBECK 


The threat from Rep. Elizabeth 
Esty’s chief of staff arrived in a 
voice mail. 

“You better f-----g reply to me 
or I will f-----g kill you,’ Tony 
Baker said in the May 5, 2016, 
recording left for Anna Kain, a 
former Esty aide Baker had once 
dated. 

Kain, who provided a copy of 
the recording to The Washington 


Post, alerted the police, filed a 
report for felony threats and 
obtained a 12-month restraining 
order against Baker. 

According to emails obtained 
by The Post, Esty found out about 
the episode within a week. At 
that point, the Connecticut Dem- 
ocrat took matters into her own 
hands. 

Rather than firing or suspend- 
ing Baker, the congresswoman 
consulted her personal attorneys 
and advisers, she said. She also 
spoke to Kain on May 11, emails 
show; Kain said she provided 
detailed allegations that Baker 
had punched, berated and sexu- 
ally harassed her in Esty’s Capitol 
Hill office throughout 2014, while 

AIDE CONTINUED ON A12 


As boycotts hit, Fox TV host 
apologizes for taunting teen 


BY Amy B WANG, 
ALLYSON CHIU 
AND TRACY JAN 


When Fox News host Laura In- 
graham taunted a Parkland shoot- 
ing survivor in a Wednesday- 
morning tweet about his college 
applications being rejected, Twitter 
users hit back where it hurt most: 
among her advertisers. 

David Hogg, the 17-year-old high 
school senior who has become a 
gun-control activist, mustered the 
collective power of social media — 
and his more than 630,000 Twitter 
followers — and urged them to 
“tweet away” at her top sponsors to 
call on them to boycott her TV 
show, “The Ingraham Angle.” 

Within 24 hours, several compa- 


nies responded — among them the 
pet food brand Nutrish and the 
home goods retailer Wayfair — an- 
nouncing on Twitter and in media 
interviews that they would pull 
their ads from the show. Stitch Fix 
and Hulu also announced via Twit- 
ter that they would no longer ad- 
vertise on Ingraham’s show. The 
#GrabYourWallet campaign re- 
ported that Johnson & Johnson has 
also pulled its ads from the show. 
By Thursday afternoon, Ingra- 
ham apologized. “On reflection, in 
the spirit of Holy Week, I apologize 
for any upset or hurt my tweet 
caused him or any of the brave 
victims of Parkland,’ she tweeted. 
In the era of boycotts as a by- 
product of outrage, with figures 
INGRAHAM CONTINUED ON A2 


In land of Peeps, fight threatens U.S. pension plans 


BY DAMIAN PALETTA 


BETHLEHEM, PA. — On April 1, 
hundreds of millions of marsh- 
mallow chicks and bunnies 
called Peeps will peer out from 
Easter baskets at American chil- 
dren. 

They are a pastel symbol of 
Easter joy, but behind the wax- 
eyed candy is a company at war 
with its union workforce over 
rising pension costs — an escalat- 
ing legal tangle that could soon 
upend the retirement plans of 
10 million Americans. 

The fight has featured a strike, 
Twinkies-related bankruptcy, ir- 
reparably broken friendships, ob- 
scene T-shirts and a locked-up 
Peepsmobile. Now all sides await 
a federal appeals court’s ruling. 

The 95-year-old company that 
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Just Born Quality Confections wants to block new workers from 
joining its pension. A court ruling will have national implications. 


makes Peeps, Just Born Quality 
Confections, wants to block new 
employees from enrolling in the 
multi-employer pension it has 
offered workers for decades, a 
retirement plan it funds along 
with roughly 200 other compa- 
nies. 

While many other companies 
facing similar pressures have left 
pensions in recent years, Just 
Born wants to bar new employees 
from the plan without paying a 
$60 million fee required under 
federal law, saying it must do so 
to remain competitive. 

The fee exists to ensure future 
retirees’ benefits are covered, and 
if Just Born succeeds in escaping 
it, union officials fear the unprec- 
edented ruling would prompt 
thousands of other firms to do 

PEEPS CONTINUED ON A8 


IN THE NEWS 
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Venezuela blaze Relatives of 68 people killed 
in a jail fire converged at the police station, 
demanding answers from officials. All 


Changing goals Trump officials are debating 
how to undo federal fuel-efficiency targets, 
despite some automakers’ misgivings. A15 


THE NATION 
President Trump 
sought to promote his 
infrastructure plan, to 
which Congress has al- 
located just over 1 per- 
cent of the $1.5 trillion 
he seeks. A6 


THE WORLD 

Russia announced that 
it will kick out 60 Amer- 
ican diplomats and close 
a U.S. consulate. All 

A major influx of Chi- 
nese investment and 
tourists is worrying 
some in one Cambodian 
port town. A10 

Nobel laureate Malala 
Yousafzai returned to 
Pakistan for the first 


time since 2012. A12 
France’s highest court 
ordered ex-president 
Nicolas Sarkozy to stand 
trial, accusing him of 
trying to intervene ina 
campaign-finance 
investigation. A12 
Scientists said the 
Sahara has grown by 

10 percent since 1920, 
thanks in part to climate 
change. A17 


THE ECONOMY 
Facebook is cutting ties 
with data miners that 
target users for advertis- 
ers, asserting its domi- 
nance in the field. A13 


Job growth has accel- 
erated fastest in areas 


where President Trump 
earned the most votes, 
but the gains could be 
short-lived. A13 

The FDA will encour- 
age the food industry to 
cut the salt in processed 
foods and allow some 
Obama-era food-label- 
ing rules to proceed. A16 


THE REGION 

Walmart agreed to pay 
the District $1.3 million 
after abruptly abandon- 
ing plans to open stores 
in underserved neigh- 
borhoods. B1 

The ancient ritual of 
the Jewish Seder was 
changed dramatically in 
the United States nearly 
50 years ago by a civil 
rights activist from the 
District. B1 


D.C. police suspect a 
serial tab-skipper is 
frequenting upscale 
hotel bars — in one case, 
downing a $1,200 whis- 
key shot before dashing 
without paying. B1 
Howard University 
students occupied the 
administration building 
amid a financial aid 
scandal. B1 

A restaurant owner is 
challenging in federal 
court Virginia’s restric- 
tions on promoting hap- 
py hour specials. B2 


STYLE 

The African American 
Museum is trying 
“Walk-Up Wednesdays” 
in April, where no timed 
passes will be required 
on the weekday. C2 


INSIDE 


WEEKEND 

Beltway is Burning 
The Renwick brings 

the fantastical desert 
party to us. 


STYLE 

Pot, meet CBD 

A cousin to marijuana’s 
active ingredient is part 
of a wellness craze. C1 
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